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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure suffers from awkward grammar. A substitute specification, a marked-up copy of 
the original specification showing the changes, and a statement that the sub-spec, does not 
contain new matter are necessary. It is not incumbent upon the Examiner to point out each and 
every necessary change. Most word processors have a grammar checker, which can also 
measure the readability of documents. 

1 . The primary objective of technical reporting is to transmit information in a simple, direct and 
clear manner. The problem of foreign filed applications is that the translation is in nonidiomatic 
English. Foreign languages are based on entirely different grammatical rules which carry over 
into literally translated U.S. filed applications. The following are merely examples of problems 
common to foreign filed applications. 

A) It is better to use concrete nouns than abstract nouns. 

I.e., The fuel tank was deformed, is better than Fuel deformation was present. 

B) Completely superfluous words should be eliminated. I.e., which are, that are, in the case of, 
it can be seen. 

C) Circumlocutions should be avoided. It is better to use fewer words if possible. I.e., use 
therefore instead of for this reason, because instead of due to the fact that. 

D) Indirect expressions: they say things indirectly and weakly rather than directly and 
vigorously, and they use more words than their direct equivalents. Indirect expressions often 
begin with There are, There is, It was, It is, Such as/a. For example, The synthetic material is 
apparently better than the natural, instead of It appears that the synthetic material is better than 
the natural. 

E) Involved sentences are difficult to read and understand because the flow of thought is not 
straightforward. These sentences are often long, made up of a plurality of disjointed clauses, 
and contain a large number of prepositions, especially the proposition of. Japanese and 
German applications are especially prone to this problem. 

F) Sentences that are too long, four or more lines, contain too much information and should be 
broken up. 

G) The passive voice is vague. It is better to use the active voice. I.e., The presence of metals 
that act as catalyst also accelerates oxidation, instead of Oxidation tendency is also accelerated 
by the presence of metals that act as catalysts. 

H) Avoid vague pronouns such as it, this, one unless the subject for which the pronoun stands 
for is immediately evident. 

I) The extensive use of, i.e., e.g., for example is to be avoided. 
The claims could also benefit from editorial polishing. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 


Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Louzecky et 
al (2728331). Figure 2 shows bearing journal 14 with a groove 96, oil ducts 92, 94/108, 110 
extending to a third bore 90/104 to crankpins 10/11. 


Claims 2-8 and 10-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. Again, the examiner encourages the applicants to rewrite the 
claims because the claims retain the grammatical, hence awkward structure, of the German 
parent application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Noah Kamen whose telephone number is 703 308 1945. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Yuen can be reached on 703-308-1946. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC)at 866^217^197 (toll-free). 
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